Background Information
Genesis Community Development Plan 

and 

Grand Junction Municipal Watershed Ordinance

In February 2006, the BLM leased 13,000 acres for oil and gas development within Palisade's and Grand Junction 's designated watersheds on the west side of the Grand Mesa Slopes. The leases were officially protested by the two municipalities and Western Colorado Congress. The BLM issued its decision to go ahead with the February leases despite the protests in early August. 

While we decided not to pursue further administrative appeals, we were able to win some significant concessions from the BLM in its leasing decision. The BLM placed a 'no surface occupancy' stipulation on 960 acres of the most sensitive areas within Palisade's watershed. The agency also delayed drilling for up to one year to give the industry and the two municipalities time to work out a Community Development Plan. In the decision, the BLM cited the Rifle, Silt, New Castle Community Development Plan (see WCC's Garfield County community group, the Grand Valley Citizens Alliance) as a model to use. 

Also as a response to the gas leasing within watershed boundaries, our Grand Junction members collected over 4,000 signatures in support of a Grand Junction watershed protection ordinance which the City Council adopted on September 6, 2006.

Over the following year, city staff worked with WCC and other stakeholders to develop the regulations necessary to implement the ordinance.  The implementing regulations were adopted unanimously by City Council on July 30, 2007.  

