City of Grand Junction – Forest Service
Memorandum of Understanding to Protect the City’s Water Supply
Summary

(prepared 1/08 by Hannah Holm, Western Colorado Congress Water Organizer)

Key features of the MOU include the following commitments in relation to the watershed that provides the City’s water supply.

The Forest Service will: 

· Give the City the opportunity to comment on proposed actions, including new projects and operating plans for existing permits. 
· Give advance notice to the City pro proposed projects in addition to public notice given during scoping periods under NEPA. 

· Provide the City an opportunity for meaningful involvement in the development and implementation of land-use plans, programs and decisions.

· Assist the City in the collection of additional information on use within the watershed. 

· Assist the City in the installation of signs to educate the public on efforts to protect the City’s water supply. 

· Provide a comparison of existing management prescriptions (5A & 6B) with the management prescription desired by the city (10E).  Comparison is in Appendix D of MOU. 

The City will: 

· Give the Forest Service the opportunity to comment on proposals considered by the City that may affect National Forest System lands. 
· Participate in the Forest Plan revision process by submitting beneficial information, views or analysis gathered by the City.  

· Conduct stewardship practices on City-owned lands in the area. 
· Keep current special-use authorizations for City facilities on Forest Service lands. 

· Work with the Forest Service to establish easements on City-owned land to facilitate public access to Forest Service lands.  

Both will: 

· Cooperate in land-use decision making, especially when the decision may impact water quality. 
· Establish semi-annual meetings to review projects and share information. 

· Share digital spatial data. 
· Contribute to the development of a comprehensive watershed assessment. 
