City of Grand Junction – Mesa County
Memorandum of Understanding to Protect the City’s Water Supply
Summary

(prepared 1/08 by Hannah Holm, Western Colorado Congress Water Organizer)

Key features of the MOU include the following commitments in relation to the watershed that provides the City’s water supply.

Mesa County and the City will: 

· Cooperate through consultation in land-use decision making and planning for the watershed.  

· Consultation will include providing advance notice, opportunity to review and meaningfully comment on proposed plans and activities, and incorporating appropriate protective stipulations and agreements into plans, decisions and programs.  

Mesa County will: 

· Amend, revise and enforce its plans as necessary to protect the watershed. 

· Maintain a current list of existing codes, plans, agreements, licenses, permits and projects, and future projects of mutual interest. 

· Annually review with the City the preceding year’s development activities and share related technical information. 
· Discuss in advance changes in the content and administration of the County Code. 
· Participate with the City in defining and implementing best management practices (BMP’s) for the watershed. 

· Provide the City with advance notice of all project activities and proposals within the watershed. 

· Deny requests for surface occupancy related to mineral and oil and gas development unless an applicant establishes from verifiable data that the risks to water quality are speculative or insubstantial. 

The City will: 

· Provide for meaningful involvement of the County in the designation of the City’s Watershed Area and City efforts to require BMP’s in the watershed area. 

· Working with the County to share data and resolve misunderstandings between City and County plans. 
