Genesis Community Development Plan Comments
There are lots of good things in the plan that, if followed, will reduce the risk of contaminating the Palisade and Grand Junction municipal drinking water supplies:  

· Voluntary stipulation of no surface occupancy in particularly risky locations. 

· Commitment to use closed fluid systems and not put wastewater pits in the water supply watersheds.
· Baseline hydrologic studies and monitoring. 

· Disclosure and tracing of fluids used.  

· Use of “green” fracing fluids.  

However, significant weaknesses in the plan should keep the public from being overly reassured that the plan will keep our drinking water safe.  

· First and foremost, the fact that the plan is non-binding.  It states many honorable intentions to maintain open communications with stakeholders and minimize risks to human health and the environment, but the fact that neither Genesis nor the BLM nor any of the other parties are willing to sign on the dotted line is cause for concern. 

· Use of conditional language, such as the caveat that Genesis will use well site design and construction procedures that minimize water quality, environmental and aesthetic impacts “as practicable.”

· The lack of any mechanism to ensure that if Genesis sells or transfers its leases, the new lessee will abide by the plan, beyond vague language that the BLM “expects” that they will do so.  This is particularly troubling given stated intentions by Genesis sell or transfer the leases within the next few years.  
· The lack of any commitment on bonding to ensure that adequate funds are available to address final reclamation and any contamination or damage that may occur.  
Fortunately, the Palisade and Grand Junction municipal watershed protection ordinances offer the promise of putting more regulatory teeth behind the good intentions stated in the plan.  

Nonetheless, the fact remains that, as the plan itself acknowledges, there is no way to completely eliminate the risk of contamination to ground and surface water from oil and gas drilling activities, even if all available best management practices are employed.  Therefore, we would still prefer not to see any drilling in these drinking water supply watersheds.  

